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1. News  
 

a. The Clink – by Claire Ross 

By the mid nineteenth century a gaol was required in Colyton to hold 

prisoners prior to their appearance before a magistrate.  At a meeting on 28 

December 1846 the Chamber of Feoffees, then the general administrators of 

the town, resolved to erect a ‘lock up house.’ 

 

The Clink door 

“At a Chamber Meeting this Day - - held pursuant to Notice to take into 

consideration an Application from the Inhabitants of Colyton respecting 

the erection of a Lock-up House for the security of Prisoners previous 

to their being taken before a Magistrate. 
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It was agreed that a Lock-up House be erected according to a plan 

proposed by the committee appointed to survey the spot provided a 

Rent equal to 5 per cent on the outlay be secured for so doing.” 

A couple of weeks later, on 11 January 1847, the Chamber amended the 

detailed requirements for the building:  

“At a Chamber Meeting this Day held pursuant to Notice to take into 

further consideration the erection of the Lockup House (the Committee 

of the Vestry having declared their willingness to be answerable for the 

Rent) it was considered advisable in order to make it more compleat to 

alter the plan first agreed on as under 

The floor to be Membury Stone Base 10 inches high and 4 in thick Beer 

Stone Case the walls with dos? 2 in thick which Mr Murch has offered to 

do. ? Mortar at 9d per foot a pair of Bak Durns 4 in by 3 with a light over 

the Door the Door to be made of Red Deal  

1 in thick ledged and about 5ft high the rafters to be of Oak or Red Deal 

3in by 2in lined and covered by 3/4in  Deal Board to be covered with 

Lead 5? To the foot. 

It was unanimously Resolved that the above plan be adopted and 

carried into effect immediately.” 

 

Probable location of the clink 
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Based on the above photo of the Clink door showing its location between a brick and 

a stone wall, my guess is that it was between the thatched building “Shambles” and 

old Market House with the door opening to the north. 

The Feoffees accounts for 1847 indicate that the “Lock Up House” was seemingly 

built for a total of £6 12s 5d by Herman Annings. 

References 

Feoffees Archive   1585f_17_7m 

Photographs are from the collection held in the Heritage Centre 

 

b. Abraham Holmes - another Monmouth Rebellion tale - by 

Sarah Charman 

My brother unearthed this tale while doing some family history research into the 

Holmes family.  Abraham Holmes was a Colonel in Monmouth’s army, commanding 

Holmes’ Greene Regiment of Foot. 

“Abraham Holmes, a retired officer of the parliamentary army, and one of those 

zealots who would own no king but King Jesus, had been taken at Sedgemoor.  His 

arm had been frightfully mangled and shattered  in the battle, and as no surgeon was 

at hand, the stout old soldier amputated it himself. 

“He was carried up to London and examined by the King in Council but would make 

no submission.”I am an aged man” he said “and what remains to me of life is not 

worth a falsehood or a baseness.  I have always been a republican and I am so still.”  

He was sent back to the West  and hanged.  The people remarked with awe and 

wonder that the beasts which were to drag him to the gallows became restive and 

went back.  Holmes himself doubted not that the Angel of the Lord, as in the old 

time, stood in the way sword in hand , invisible to human eyes , but visible to the 

inferior animals.  “Stop gentlemen” he cried “let me go on foot.  There is more in this 

than you think.  Remember how the ass saw him whom the prophet could not see.”  

He walked manfully to the gallows, harangued the people with a smile, prayed 

fervently that God would hasten the downfall of Antichrist and the deliverance of 

England, and went up the ladder with an apology for mounting so awkwardly.  “You 

see” he said ”I have but one arm.” 

He was executed at Lyme on the 12th of September 1685.  He was an old and 

gallant officer who had served under Cromwell with distinguished reputation.  He 
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accompanied the duke of Monmouth to Holland by whom he was made a major 

general.  In the action at Philip’s Norton one of his arms was shot to pieces, so that it 

hung only by the flesh, and in consequence of this, being soon taken, he was 

stripped by the  soldiers and carried naked before a justice of the peace who 

humanely clothed him.  His shattered arm being an incumbrance to him, he laid it on 

a dresser, and cut it off himself with the cook-maids knife.  He was hanged on the 

very spot where he landed with the duke. 

Abraham Holmes was born in Sedgemoor in 1629 and his wife Elizabeth was born in 

Lyme Regis in 1630 and died about 1668 aged 38. 

 

2. Other organisations events 
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3.  Items you may have missed 

 

 

a) Sadness as 200-year-old Plymouth's Saltram tree felled - BBC News 

Sadness as 200-year-old Plymouth's Saltram tree felled - BBC News 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8r8r44y04po
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Sarah Charman 

Editor 


