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Colyton Parish History Society Newsletter
20 May 2026

1. News
a. Julia Stocker from Australia visits the Heritage Centre to

pursue her family history research
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Julia Stocker from Adelaide, Australia visited the Heritage Centre on Thursday after-
noon, 14 May. She had previously been in touch with Penny, one of our family his-
tory researchers, seeking information about possible Stocker family ancestors from
Colyton. Julia, who was travelling with members of her family, had already visited
the churches at Honiton, Offwell and Shute that morning in search of information
about the Stocker family from those areas. She was thrilled to see the information
we have available in the Heritage Centre.

If you know or have any information about the Stocker family please do let me know
and | will pass the information on to Julia. (sarah.charman@yahoo.co.uk)
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b. A Happy Retirement to Hugh Dyer Westacott from us all at
Colyton Parish History Society

Having reached the grand age of 94! Hugh has recently stepped back from
volunteering at the Colyton Heritage Centre. Hugh has been a volunteer since
returning to live in Colyton in 2016 and continues to be a valued member of CPHS.
His extensive local knowledge has often been sought as family history researchers
reach back to post war years.

Hugh first came to Colyton in 1944 as a 12yr old evacuee from London. He attended
Colyton Grammar School and has many fond memories of happy times and
childhood escapades, including helping the war effort by harvesting potatoes as a
pupil of CGS.

CPHS would like to thank Hugh for his generous support and wish him many happy
days in his retirement.
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c. The life of co al Colyton Vicar Mamerto Guerit
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e. Hoard of Roman silver coins
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f. Colyton Houses Through Time community project

The project is making good progress with researching the history of individual
properties in the Colyton area. The research is also throwing up lots of questions
about issues such as road name changes and architectural design features such as
the classical Greek revival of the mid eighteenth to nineteenth century.

Brian Carpenter from the South West Trust’s heritage centre at Exeter has kindly
agreed to attend the project group’s next monthly meeting on Saturday 13 June 10
am to 12 noon in the Sunday School Building and provide advice and guidance,
based on his years of experience in researching house and family history. If anyone
would like to come along you will be most welcome.

2. CPHS News

a. Making a difference - Volunteers Needed to help run Coly-
ton Heritage Centre

Can you spare 2 hours a month? Are you newly retired perhaps? Or new to Colyton
and want to get involved in the community? Or just curious about Colyton's long his-
tory - then why not come and join our friendly band of volunteers in the Heritage
Centre?

We are in real need of more volunteers to welcome visitors to the Heritage Centre
during the summer months and help with their queries about family history research -
otherwise we are going to have to reduce our opening hours. Don’t worry full train-
ing will be given!

b. Organising the History Society

There are also some exciting opportunities to get involved in different aspects of run-
ning Colyton Parish History Society and the Heritage Centre - eg we will be looking
for a new Treasurer in the autumn.

We are also looking for:

- someone to arrange the Society's monthly executive committee's meet-
ings and take the minutes ,

- a membership organiser - to process membership applications

- a co-ordinator for volunteers in the Heritage Centre to set up and maintain
the volunteer rota, and

- someone to plan the Society's annual programme of talks which would of-
fer that person the opportunity to liaise with speakers and develop the an-
nual speaker programme.
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The History Society will be entering its fifth decade next year and getting involved in
any of these roles would give you the exciting opportunity to help steer its develop-
ment for the next half century!

If you are interested in any of these voluntary roles please do email me any queries
you may have and let me know your contact details and (sarah.charman@ya-
hoo.co.uk ) or speak to any member of the Society’s executive committee.

c. CPHS Membership — Reminder Annual Subscription due in
January 2026

A reminder that annual membership fees for 2026 were due from the beginning of
January. The rate is unchanged at £8 for a single membership or £12 for a couple. If
you pay online please do remember to download and complete the
membership form and let us have it back so we have your contact details and
email address! You can bring completed forms into the Heritage Centre —
please mark FAO Treasurer. Subscriptions can be paid at any Society meeting. Or
they can be paid by standing order or BACS transfer using the following details:
Colyton Parish History Society, Sort Code: 30-90-37, A/c no 00992240 (Lloyds Bank)
NB There is also an opportunity to Gift Aid your contribution.

3. Items you may have missed

a. Rare Roman villa threatened by farming damage reveals rare mosaic and
bathhouse remains in Devon | Archaeology News Online Maga-
zine https://share.google/aUjCNJSLu9rsDiRZe

d. New book details SAS hero's secret wartime life in Dorset | Dorset Echo
https://share.google/Igx6Wzpzu66j5xdMp

e. The 50th anniversary of the Two Moors Way in Devon | Great British Life
https://share.google/KS0VxDzaqorYvZjkN

f. How 500 year old map still influences how we think about borders
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/first-bible-map-published-500-years-ago-
still-influences-how-we-think-about-borders/ar-
AA1TRmp9j?ocid=msedgntp&pc=HCTS&cvid=69d0f37f6fdb41f8933253fec74bc3c
0&ei=28

Sarah Charman
Editor
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